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Welcome back for 2020! 

 
Welcome back and Happy 2020!  We hope that you all enjoyed some time off during the 

summer holiday period. Kaiako loved hearing all about what your child/ren had been 

doing and the people and places that they saw or went to. It was lovely to welcome 

back families who had been away and see and hear how much their child has grown 

and developed. If you have any pictures that you want to share with us please feel free 

to email them to us at kaiapoiportobelo@xtra.co.nz . Thank you to all who have already 

done this. 

We aim to print these out and display them for the children to share and talk about their 

holiday experiences and to show their friends. Pictures are valuable connections that 

build on your child’s sense of belonging and their tangata whenuatanga/who they are 

here at Portobelo. 

 

End of year celebration 2019 

Wow what a magnificent turn out we had for our 

'End of Year Celebration'! 

Thank you to everyone who made the effort to 

attend.  It was wonderful to watch as tamariki shared 

our 'great kiwi backyard' with their whānau and all 

the great learning, fun and friendships that happen 

within this. 

Manaakitanga and whanaungatanga are strong 

core values for us here at Portobelo Kaiapoi so we 

were pleased to welcome our guests, extend 

hospitality and strengthen the connections and 

relationships shared.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food donations Christmas 2019 

We received a letter on behalf of Community Wellbeing North Canterbury Trust thanking 

Portobelo Nursery and Preschool for the food donations made by parents and whānau 

just before Christmas. They were very grateful and praised your efforts as there was a huge 

demand for food parcels. Ngā mihi nui whānau, thank you for helping to make a 

difference. 



 

Upcoming events on our Cultural Celebrations Calendar – 

 

• Kaitiaki Week – Week of 9th March 2020 A week to explore and learn about what 

the value of kaitiaki means to our children in their both preschool and home 

environments. Taking care of our space and being a guardian/protector. 

• Community Connections Month April 2020 Making connections with people, places 

and things within our local community. If you (or your whānau, friends) have any 

time and want to share something from your culture or interests, please let a 

teacher know.  We would love to have you involved. 

 

Our learning in the Nursery 

 

The infant room children have really loved exploring their new and 

improved outdoor environment. With the changes made it has 

refreshed the space and given our infants more space to explore, 

including more of a garden with luscious grass and new plants and 

herbs. They have enjoyed lots of different 

water play and messy play experiences 

outside and have utilised the hut as a hidey 

hole, book corner and a family corner house. 

 

As the holiday period approached the toddlers 

in the nursery wrapped up their current interest 

of science. They have had loads of fun being 

involved in different experiments such as 

making volcanos, melting ice, baking, 

gardening and learning about nature and our 

world. Teachers have noticed the children 

verbally and non-verbally asking more questions and noticing more 

about the world around them. They have loved working together on 

tasks or sharing ideas about science such as rolling the tyres, adding 

dyed vinegar to baking soda and finding bugs outside. Be sure to 

check out our display boards for more updated pictures and 

information of what your child has been learning and doing at the 

nursery. 

 

Getting back into 2020 the toddlers have made the most of the quieter 

holiday days and went on an excursion to Baker Park. They loved 

playing at the playground and were introduced to the new fairy doors 

that someone has made and put in the trees. The children loved 

running from tree to tree and seeing which doors opened and the 

different colours and shapes of each door. There are also some hidden 

rocks, but we couldn’t find any. We hope to paint some of our own 

rocks and take them back for others to find. 



Our learning in the Preschool 
 

Have you seen our new Geodome at the preschool? The children have 

been testing their physical skills on this daily, and showing lots of 

patience and persistence as they wait for a turn and attempt something 

new and a bit more challenging. What a great safe risk-taking 

experience for all as we learn what our bodies can and cannot quite do 

yet. 

The outdoor environment is looking lush with all our 

plants growing nicely in the gardens, the children have 

been helping their kaiako to ensure the gardens are well 

watered and weeded, showing great kaitiaki skills in 

action. This includes looking after our vegetable garden, 

the worms and the beautiful sunflowers at the front of 

building. Have you seen how tall they are now?  

Over the last few months we have been venturing out 

into the community. We love to visit Annaliese Rest 

Home, Kaiapoi Borough School, the community 

gardens, the library and much more. We hope to 

continue to do these excursions as much as possible 

throughout the year, as the children enjoy getting out 

and about in the community, and these are a valuable 

learning experiences as we build on our knowledge of 

the wider world. It also builds on our whanaungatanga 

as we maintain and support this within our local 

community as well as supporting our tangata 

whenuatanga as we make links with home and 

preschool life to support our ongoing learning here at 

Portobelo. 

 

Remember we are always 

willing to chat about your 

child’s learning.  If drop-off or 

pick-up times are tricky for you, 

we are happy to work out a 

time that suits.  How else could 

we better highlight learning for 

you?  Let us know if you have 

any ideas.  -  The Preschool and 

Nursery Teams ☺ 

 



                      
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     
    

   WELCOMES & FAREWELLS 
 

At the Preschool we welcome Zanthe, Marishke, 

Kurtis and their families.  

At the Nursery we welcome Adalia, Hunter, 

Jaxon, Felicity and their families.    

We also welcome Indy, Dakota, Fionn and their 

families who are currently transitioning from the 

Nursery to the Preschool. 

 

Farewell and best of luck on your ongoing 

learning journey to Hudson, Alissa and Jake who 

have all either moved off to school already or are 

turning 5 soon. 

Big congratulations to …. 
 

Archie, Oscar, Kirsty and Hayden on the arrival of 

Eden Grace 
 

 
   
 

 

 

 

 

Ū ki te ako, tū tangata ai āpōpō 
 

Excel in teaching so our learners will excel in the future 
 

 
 

Teaching Team – Jo, Stacey, Michelle, Jenna, Nikki, Martine, Sharon, Kerry, Anna, 

Rebecca, Leslie, Rachel 

Relieving Team – Lisa, Christina, Elaine and Lizzie 

Upcoming public holidays 
 

All Portobelo centres are closed on public holidays 
 

 

Easter Friday  -  Friday 10th  April 
 

Easter Monday -  Monday 13th  April 
 

Anzac Day  -  Observed this year on 

Monday 27th April 
 

 

Keeping in touch ☺ 
• Please text the centre cellphones if your child will be absent.  The numbers to use are: Nursery 0273439943   

Preschool  0275422272. These phones stay at the centre so you can flick a message through outside our opening 
hours and know that we will get it in the morning when we arrive. We often have children waiting for days to 
become available, so knowing in advance or as early as possible on the day, is a big help for these families and for 
us to plan staffing to meet our ratios. 

• The teams also use our cellphones to text you any non-urgent messages specific to your child eg how they are 
settling, more nappies needed, or reminders of events. 

• If you need to chat with us or pass on an important/urgent message please ring our landlines.    If the Preschool 
landline 3279114 goes to answerphone, that means we are busy with the children, so please ring the Nursery 
landline 3279113 instead.  The Nursery landline is the best landline to ring for ALL children – we can easily pass 

messages onto the Preschool team, or get them to call you       

• The centre landlines are still the quickest and most reliable way to contact us in a hurry. 

• Our email address for both buildings is kaiapoiportobelo@xtra.co.nz  
 

Booking Changes 
 

Please speak to or ring Jo S (Centre Leader) 

on the Nursery phone 3279113, or text 

the Nursery cellphone  0273439943 or 

email kaiapoiportobelo@xtra.co.nz  

 

Remember – The more notice you 

give, the more likely we may be able 

to help       
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A Note from the Principal Leader 

Kia ora, 

My name is Fleur Milne and I have been the Principal Leader here at 

Portobelo since November last year. 

I have worked within the Early Childhood sector for ten years in a 

variety of roles from a teacher-in-training to a Centre Manager. Prior 

to becoming an Early Childhood Teacher I worked within the Social 

Services sector, primarily working with young people with high and 

complex needs.  

I am passionate about the early years and am an advocate for high 

quality, intentional early childhood education for all children. I feel 

privileged to be able to support all of the teachers at Portobelo as 

they provide the absolute best for your children and your whānau. I spend my Tuesdays 

at Portobelo Kaiapoi and have loved getting to know the amazing teaching team in 

Kaiapoi over the past few months. I can see their amazing passion for, and commitment 

to, ensuring every child at Portobelo is respected, nurtured, challenged, and delighted in.  

I am excited for where Portobelo Kaiapoi is heading in 2020 and cannot wait to see the 

amazing learning experiences your children engage in this year! 

 

 


